














P.8 	 INFORMATION, advice and bookings	 www.franche-comte.org

welcome
to water country!
Waterways both peaceful  
and foaming...

Water is everywhere in Franche-Comté with more 
than 5,500 km of rivers and 80 lakes! The  
rivers that rush down from the mountains and 

shape the land are spectacular from the moment they 
erupt from the depths to carve themselves a course made 
of breathtaking cascades, steep gorges and defiles before 
reaching their beds where they can be enjoyed for water-
based recreational activities: canoeing, fishing and even 
river navigation on the rivers Saône and Doubs.

The valley and “Hérisson” cascades
Located in a “reculée” (a geographical feature unique  
to the Jura) surrounded by cliffs, Hérisson (hedgehog) 
river has its source in Bonlieu lake and flows down to  
Doucier plateau over more than 3 km through a series of  
31 cascades! A pedestrian trail has been created to enable  
you to discover these cascades, the most famous of which 
are the “Eventail” (65 m) and the “Grand Saut” (60 m) 

 Below: “Les cascades des Tufs” in Baume-les-Messieurs, a village 
that ranks among the loveliest in France. see map, B5

 The Loue river: a favourite place for fishing 
and water-based leisure activities. see map, D4

Franche-Comté: lake country

Lakes are particularly characteristic of Franche-Comté landscapes. At 
the foot of the “Ballons des Vosges” Regional Nature Park, Malsaucy 
lake near Belfort -well known for its “Eurockéennes” festival- offers 

a wide range of outdoor activities for all ages: swimming, windsurfing, 
rowing, canoeing and fishing... The lakes are also a delight to hikers, as 
in Mille Étangs (thousand lake) plateau or the Jura “Bresse”, and become 
a paradise for holidaymakers in the Jura mountains in particular: “Saint-
Point” lake (France’s 3rd largest natural lake) or those in the “Lake Region”, 
which boasts a total of 70 lakes (!) with swimming facilities for the great 
satisfaction of thousands of holidaymakers come to enjoy the camping sites 
and entertainment. You can discover the surrounding natural curiosities 
and local know-know thanks to a 150-km waymarked itinerary route called 
“La Route des Lacs”.

Mille étangs (thousand lake) plateau
Glaciers have created countless basins in which lakes and peat bogs now 
abound. Located at the foot of the Vosges, this plateau offers a landscape 
of broom, heather, meadows and water expanses... The 60-km itinerary of 
“La Route des Mille Étangs” is ideal to discover this imposing site, which 
is protected by the “Ballons des Vosges” Regional Nature Park.
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1 000 lakes at  
a leisurely pace

This “open to all” hike on “Thousand lake” 
plateau is yours to be enjoyed over a  
weekend! In the heart of the Southern Vosges, 
hike through villages, forests, moors and 
meadows and around lakes... and get to see 
tremendously varied fauna and flora!
Expect to walk 4 to 6 hours a day
(15 to 16 km/day).

3 DAYS / 2 NIGHTS – BED & BREAKFAST WITH 
3 “EARS OF WHEAT” RATING - HALF BOARD

	 the southern vosges   see map, D1
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essential sights

sources that are well worth seeing:
“Source du Lison”, “Source de la Loue”, “Source du Doubs”, 
“Source de l ’Ain” and “Source Bleue”.

cascades that are well worth seeing:
In the Doubs area: “Saut du Doubs”; in the Jura area: “Cascade  
du Hérisson”, “Cascade des Tufs” in Baume-les-Messieurs,  
“Cascade de la Billaude” on the way to Champagnole or  
“Cascade de la Queue de Cheval” on the way to St-Claude.

lakes that are well worth seeing:
Lakes that are well worth seeing: Malsaucy lake near Belfort, 
Saint-Point lake in the Haut-Doubs area, the lake region (with 
the lakes of Chalain, Chambly, Val, Ilay, Petit Maclu, Narlay, 
Clairvaux, Abbaye, Vouglans and Bonlieu…), and Vaivre lake in 
the Haute-Saône.

 Malsaucy lake, a fantastic recreational area offering a wide range of outdoor activities: swimming, 
windsurfing, canoeing, fishing... see map, D2
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